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these secret meetings. I am fully informed as to your plot, and with God's help I will soon apply a remedy.7'
Thereupon, and before the conspirators had time to recover from their surprise, she closed the door and disappeared, a fleeting, but ominous vision. They were all struck dumb. Morton was the first to find his tongue.
" My Lords," he said, " we are playing a game of life and death, and the prize is not for the cleverest or the strongest, but the most prompt. If we do not make an end of this man, we are lost ourselves. Therefore we must not wait until the day after to-morrow, but must strike him down this evening."
All applauded this suggestion, even Kuthven, who promised not to be behindhand, although he was still pale and feverish from a drunken debauch. The only change made in Morton's proposition was to postpone the murder till the next day; for they were all agreed that at least a day was needed to get together the subordinate conspirators, of whom there were some hundred and fifty.
The next day was the ninth of March, 1566, Mary, who had inherited the hatred of etiquette and love of freedom, which distinguished her father, James V., had invited six people, including Rizzio, to supper. Darnley was informed of this circumstance in the morning, and immediately notified the conspirators that he would himself let them into the palace between six and seven in the evening. They replied that they would be ready.
The morning was dark and stormy, as almost all the early days of spring are in Scotland, and towards evening the storm of snow and wind raged with greatly increased violence. Mary was with Eizzio most of the day, and Darnley, who stole several times to the private door, could hear the sound of musical instruments, and the voice of the favorite singing those sweet melodies which